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OBJECTIVES

1. Understand the intent and operations of community based 
drug checking

2. Become familiar with recent drug checking data findings and 
sources of online information

3. Understand how drug checking services may be helpful for 
patients as well as limitations to drug checking
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OUTLINE

• Introduction to drug checking processes and technology
• Report from the field: drug checking at PHSKC Downtown 

Seattle by Georgia Phillips
• Recent statewide drug checking results
• Discussion
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Primary goals:
• Filling information gaps and providing knowledge to support people 
who use drugs.
• Supports making better-informed decisions around drug use and 
reducing risks of overdose and other health consequences.
Secondary goals:
• Provide additional, up to date information about the drug supply to 
local and stakeholders including:

– health care and drug treatment providers,
– first responders, and
– public health

 Could inform safety alerts
 Triangulates data e.g. fatal overdose toxicology and police evidence testing

WHAT IS DRUG CHECKING?



UW PACC
©2023 University of Washington

• People who use drugs can “self-test” their drugs with 
immunoassay test strips (e.g., fentanyl test strips) 
distributed by harm reduction and other programs.

• Point-of-care testing model – where trained staff uses a 
combination of testing technologies to test community 
members' drugs.

TYPES OF DRUG CHECKING MODELS
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+ Provides insights into the drug supply at the level of people 
who use drugs  which is most relevant for people's health (vs 
large drug busts or border seizures)

+ An important complement to other drug data.

- NOT a representative sample of all drugs nor representative of 
particular drugs. Entirely dependent on who brings in which 
drugs.

- Point of care information is incomplete.

DRUG CHECKS STRENGTHS & LIMITATIONS FOR UNDERSTANDING THE DRUG 
SUPPLY
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• The WA State Community Drug Checking Network (CDCN) 

is a partnership of existing harm reduction organizations 

around WA State that are providing community-level drug 

checking alongside related harm reduction services. 

• ADAI provides technical assistance, training, and operational 

support to the network, in collaboration with Public Health 

– Seattle & King County.

WASHINGTON’S CDCN
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WA CDCN
• 6 “full” sites

• Includes onsite FTIR machine and immunoassay test strips 
(fentanyl, xylazine and benzodiazepine)

• Samples sent to an outside lab for secondary testing
• 3 “lite” sites

• Immunoassay test strips (fentanyl, xylazine, benzodiazepine, 
and methamphetamine)
• Samples sent to an outside lab for secondary testing

• Data as of 05/31/2024
• 820 participants served
• 1,419 samples tested by FTIR
• 1,219 samples tested by GCMS

Washington’s CDCN
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https://adai.uw.edu/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/THE_DC_Participant_infosheet_.pdf 

https://adai.uw.edu/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/THE_DC_Participant_infosheet_.pdf
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REPORT FROM THE FIELD

• Drug checking activities at PHSKC’s downtown syringe services 
program

• Drug checking technician- Georgia Phillips
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CDCN DRUG CHECKING DATA – 
WEBPAGE WALKTHROUGH 
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https://adai.uw.edu/wadata/drugchecking/ 

https://adai.uw.edu/wadata/drugchecking/
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WA CDCN Data

• Data from "full 
sites" based upon 
GCMS secondary 
drug testing

• These are 
cumulative data 
from Q3 2022- Q2 
2024



UW PACC
©2023 University of Washington

RECENT DRUG CHECKING RESULTS
• Results shown here are from the most 

recent complete quarter.
• Data are based upon GCMS analyses 

conducted by UNC. Results can take 
several weeks.

• These are highly sensitive methods that 
can detect virtually any psychoactive 
drug at very low levels of concentration.

• Results are very incomplete for 
cuts/buffs/fillers.
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WA DRUG CHECKING RESULTS-FENTANYL

Sold as fentanyl pills (n=27)

Fentanyl detected (n=27)

Other analgesic (n= 27)

Other novel synthetic opioid(n=6) 

Xylazine (n=0)

Sold as fentanyl powder (n=46)

Fentanyl detected (n=46)

Other analgesic (n= 13)

Methamphetamine (n=12)

Xylazine (n=11)

Data suggest
• Increasing frequency of fentanyl in powder form vs pill
• Other analgesic/acetaminophen usually in pill form, sometimes in powder
• Methamphetamine- context suggests cross-contamination vs purchase of a combined product
• Xylazine- more common in powder, but still a relatively small % of samples
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WA State Cumulative Drug Checking Data for Fentanyl Through June 2024

2.7%

13.5%
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WA DRUG CHECKING RESULTS

Sold as methamphetamine (n=60)

Methamphetamine detected (n=59)

Fentanyls (n= 2)

Methylsulfonylmethane “MSM” (n=5)

Xylazine (n=0)

Data suggest
• Drugs sold as meth typically contain meth
• Fentanyls are rarely detected
• Xylazine not detected in past quarter in samples sold as meth
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Cumulative data suggest
• Xylazine is almost exclusively seen in samples positive for fentanyl
• But, xylazine is not in most fentanyl samples (from previous slide)

These are 
generally also 

seen alongside 
fentanyl



UW PACC
©2023 University of Washington

NEXT STEPS

• Working with CDCN sites and community partners to explore referral and 
communication pathways
– Want to expand access to services and knowledge of drug supply
– Don’t want to jeopardize sites with too much scrutiny or overwhelm with 

demand
• More internal QI data analysis, understand performance of different 

methods within different contexts, and expanding external reporting
• Contact your local harm reduction program to find out about whether they 

offer drug checking and how they’d like to partner with you for referrals: 
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/drug-user-health/syringe-service-
programs/syringe-service-program-directory 

https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/drug-user-health/syringe-service-programs/syringe-service-program-directory
https://doh.wa.gov/you-and-your-family/drug-user-health/syringe-service-programs/syringe-service-program-directory
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QUESTION PROMPTS

• What do you want to know as clinicians?
• Who in your organizations would be interested in this 

information?
• Do you/your agency have a relationship with your local harm 

reduction program?
• What do you think would be valuable for your patients?
• Other questions/feedback?
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