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I. BACKGROUND: DEFINITION 
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I. BACKGROUND: HISTORY  
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I. BACKGROUND: PROBLEM  
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II. EVIDENCE: PSYCHEDELICS FOR OUD 
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II. EVIDENCE: LSD
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II. EVIDENCE: LSD FOR OUD 

Savage C, McCabe OL. Residential psychedelic (LSD) therapy for the narcotic addict. A controlled study. Arch Gen Psychiatry. 1973;28(6):808-814. doi:10.1001/archpsyc.1973.01750360040005 

P: N = 74 adults
I: 4-6 weeks therapy + single dose 300– 
350mcg LSD
C: Usual care (supportive housing) 
O: Abstinence monthly for 12 months.
R: 12-month abstinence – 9/36 (25%) vs 
2/37 (5%) in control ; 
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©2026 University of WashingtonJones, G., Ricard, J. A., Lipson, J., & Nock, M. K. (2022). Associations between classic psychedelics and opioid use disorder in a nationally-representative U.S. adult sample. Scientific Reports, 

12(1), 4099. doi: 10.1038/s41598-022-08085-4

II. EVIDENCE: PSILOCYBIN FOR OUD 
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II. EVIDENCE: PSILOCYBIN FOR OUD 
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II. EVIDENCE: KETAMINE
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II. EVIDENCE: KETAMINE FOR OUD

Krupitsky EM, Burakov AM, Dunaevsky IV, Romanova TN, Slavina TY, Grinenko AY. Single versus repeated sessions of ketamine-assisted psychotherapy for people with 
heroin dependence. J Psychoactive Drugs. 2007 Mar;39(1):13–9.

Krupitsky E, Burakov A, Romanova T, Dunaevsky I, Strassman R, Grinenko A. Ketamine psychotherapy for heroin addiction: immediate effects and two-year follow-up. J 
Subst Abuse Treat. 2002 Dec;23(4):273–83.
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II. KETAMINE FOR OUD: ACTIVE STUDIES  
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II. EVIDENCE: IBOGAINE 
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II. EVIDENCE: IBOGAINE FOR OUD

Observational Cohort 
P: N = 30 adults
I: 1.5 grams ibogaine HCL in 
MX after short-acting 
MSO4. 
C: Pre/Post 
O: SOWS, Abstinence for 12 
months.
R: 50% abstinent at 1 
month, reduced until 
month 3, then effect lost. 

Malcolm, B. J., Polanco, M., & Barsuglia, J. P. (2018). Changes in withdrawal and craving scores in participants undergoing opioid detoxification utilizing ibogaine. Journal of Psychoactive Drugs, 
50(3), 256–265. doi: 10.1080/02791072.2018.1447175
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II. EVIDENCE: IBOGAINE FOR OUD
Observational Cohort 
P: N = 30 adults
I: 1.5 grams ibogaine HCL in MX after 
short-acting MSO4. 
C: Observational 
O: SOWS, Abstinence for 12 months.
R: SOWS reduction  - 17 pt, 50% 
abstinent at 1 month
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II. EVIDENCE: IBOGAINE FOR OUD

Observational Cohort 
P: N = 191  adults inpatient , OUD 
or cocaine use disorder.
I: 8 – 12mg/Kg 
C: Open label 
O: OOWS, craving, AE
R: No SAE, reduced OOWS, 
craving and mood sx at 1 month. 

Mash, D. C., Duque, L., Page, B., & Allen-Ferdinand, K. (2018). Ibogaine detoxification transitions opioid and cocaine abusers between dependence and abstinence: clinical observations and 
treatment outcomes. Frontiers in Pharmacology, 9, 529. doi: 10.3389/fphar.2018.0052
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II. IBOGAINE FOR OUD: ACTIVE STUDIES 
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III. NOVEL APPLICATIONS: DOSING  

• Single vs Multiple doses

• Macro vs Micro doses

• Therapy type/duration

• Group therapy 
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III. NOVEL APPLICATIONS: KABI   
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III. NOVEL APPLICATIONS: IBO + VIVITROL  
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III.  MOA 

Nardou, R., Lewis, E. M., Rothhaas, R., Xu, R., Yang, A., Boyden, E., & Dölen, G. (2019). Oxytocin-dependent reopening of a social reward learning critical period with MDMA. Nature, 569(7754), 116–120.
Nardou, R., Sawyer, E., Song, Y. J., Wilkinson, M., Padovan-Hernandez, Y., de Deus, J. L., Wright, N., et al. (2023). Psychedelics reopen the social reward learning critical period. Nature, 618(7966), 790–798.
Nardou, R., Lewis, E. M., Rothhaas, R., Xu, R., Yang, A., Boyden, E., & Dölen, G. (2019). Oxytocin-dependent reopening of a social reward learning critical period with MDMA. Nature, 569(7754), 116–120.
Nardou, R., Sawyer, E., Song, Y. J., Wilkinson, M., Padovan-Hernandez, Y., de Deus, J. L., Wright, N., et al. (2023). Psychedelics reopen the social reward learning critical period. Nature, 618(7966), 790–798.
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III.  SUMMARY 

Classic Psychedelics: 
- Least historical evidence
- Safest profile
- Most current studies

Ketamine
- Some evidence
- More AUD work
- Increased risk of abuse

Ibogaine
- Most observational data
- Limited by cardiac concerns
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